
 
 
 

 
 

2020 School Information Booklet 
 

St Roch’s is a nurturing, socially just community.   
We inspire a passion for learning and excellence  

and we are a living testament to our Catholic story. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 All students attending St Roch’s Parish Primary School have the right to feel safe.  

The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 
 
 
 



 

A Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Families 
 

Welcome to our school! We hope it is a wonderful experience for you and your family. 
 

The St Roch’s community is proud of its school, and leaders and staff strive to develop a culture of being open 
minded and open hearted whilst improving outcomes for all students.  We are committed to embedding ‘best’ 
teaching practice as we encourage students to strive for excellence in all they do. 
 

As a Catholic primary school, we offer our students a learning and teaching program, which is permeated with 
the spirit of the Gospels.  Parents, as the child’s first teachers, you provide the vitally significant foundations on 
which teachers build. Relationships and the wellbeing of our school community are central to all we do at St 
Roch’s Parish Primary School. Students have a positive attitude towards school and are highly engaged, 
confident and motivated learners.  
 

We acknowledge the importance of the individual student and our desire to support each child to develop to 
their full potential. This is reflected in many of the initiatives led by our Leadership Team and Staff that have 
focused on empowering students to develop confidence and resilience.  
 

We believe that engaging learning design, through our inquiry model and whole school/community projects, 
creates the learning environment that supports the full flourishing of all of our students and continues to build 
a culture for the achievement of above standard NAPLAN results. We are committed to embedding best 
contemporary practice into the learning community as we encourage students to strive for excellence in all 
they do. We celebrate this together with all in our community, particularly our parents who are working in 
partnership with us. 
 

We provide opportunities for students to take on leadership roles within the school community. The Student 
Representative Council take a lead in managing the St Roch’s Buddy Bench that all students can visit which 
helps the students to feel safe and have a stronger sense of belonging.  Leadership programs such as Mini 
Vinnies have increased student voice and provided an opportunity to develop relationships with each other 
and with God. 
 

At St Roch’s we seek to establish an understanding of learning as a partnership, with the family and the school 
sharing this responsibility.  In light of this, parents are welcomed and encouraged to become actively engaged, 
wherever possible, in the faith, educational, recreational and social activities of the school. 
 

St Roch’s Parish Primary School has an excellent reputation.  It is proud of its Catholic traditions and dedicated 
to passing them on.  It is also proud of wonderful results in every field of education, and has a staff which is 
highly qualified to maintain the very best standards.   
 

We thank you for your interest in St Roch’s.   We know that selecting your child’s school is a big decision in the 
life of a family. We encourage you to ask as many questions as you like and in turn learn more about our great 
school. 
 

With every best wish as you make this important decision for your child. 
 

Angie Mastoras 
Principal  
  



 

A Message from the Parish Priest 
 
Dear Families 
 

At St Roch’s our school is a really important part of our Parish Community.  Our St Roch’s staff and families 
become part of the Parish by being part of the School.  Our hope is that during the children’s time at St 
Roch’s, they all grow closer in their love of God and leave St Roch’s with a stronger relationship with God.  
 

During the year, I appreciate the opportunity to visit classes, celebrate whole school Masses and enjoy 
special Sunday family Mass for each year level throughout the year.   
 

We prepare our children for their First Reconciliation and to receive their First Holy Communion. This 
includes a retreat day in which the children are engaged deeply, at the celebration of First Communion 
itself the children are reverent and prayerful, a wonderful example to the rest of us of the mystery of the 
Eucharist.  
 

Every year we will celebrate of Confirmation for our Year 6s. The children are thoroughly prepared by their 
teachers, and enjoy a retreat day with other children from the parish preparing for Confirmation from 
outside our school. We are proud of our students taking this step forward in their faith.   
 

The St Roch’s Parish Education Board is a wonderful support to the Parish Priest and the Principal.  Our 
school Principal Mrs Angie Mastoras and Deputy Principal, Mrs Louise Bolton are a delight to work with. I 
continue to be inspired by the staff’s genuine love and concern for our students. The relationship between 
the Parish Priest and school leadership is a key relationship in any parish, and I am grateful for the strength 
of that relationship that continues to deepen.  
 

The activities as a parish school continue to bring us closer to Christ, and I look forward to more of the 
same in the future!  I take this opportunity to welcome you as you visit, tour and consider St Roch’s as the 
school for your child/ren.  
 

Father Michael Gallacher 
Parish Priest  



 

About Our School  
 

St Roch’s Parish Primary School first opened in 1924 and then moved to its present site in Glen Iris in 1930.  
It is named after St Roch, a 13th century French saint.  Roch was also the second name of the founding 
pastor, Father Patrick Roch Loughnan, who was Parish Priest from 1927 to 1958. The school continues to 
enjoy a strong relationship with the Parish.  St Roch’s Parish Primary School is the only Australian School with 
this name.  The school motto is ‘Virtus Sola Nobilitas’ – ‘Virtue Alone is Noble’. 
 

St Roch’s Parish Primary School has an enrolment of over 180 students. Each child is known by name and this 
special connection enables each student to shine and have opportunities to build confidence, resilience and 
leadership.  St Roch’s is a coeducational school, allowing families to enjoy the benefit of being together 
throughout the formative years of their student’s education.   We are a happy, warm and welcoming 
community.  We recognise that every child is an individual and we nurture the social and emotional learning 
of all in our community.  We have high expectations and value academic excellence.  
 

We are proud of our Catholic faith and tradition and this is embedded in our Religious Education program 
and lived out in our daily lives.  We offer our students a rich learning and teaching program based on the 
Gospel values.  
 

Parents enjoy being very active in the school and are extremely supportive of the students and staff. The 
priority of the Parents and Friends Association is to build community and they do this by welcoming families 
and organising social functions.  It is also an active body that helps fundraise for the school.   
 

Students have access to contemporary learning tools including Chromebooks, laptops, iPads and interactive 
whiteboards. As an inquiry based school, our students are encouraged to think critically and make 
authentic connections with their learning. Curiosity and positive mindset are fostered through our inquiry 
approach and skills in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics are highlighted. We encourage 
our students to be open minded, creative and reflective with a lifelong love of learning.  
 

Located next to our historic Church, the school is housed in a beautiful, multilevel, air conditioned building 
comprising of nine classrooms, an open learning space, administration and an original hall with period 
features. We have a wonderful and welcoming library, and enjoy the use of two Parish tennis courts and 
clubroom. Our students enjoy playing together on the adventure playground, and across all areas of the 
yard taking particular care to look out for each other. 

 

The students and staff enjoy a quiet garden as well as a student maintained vegetable garden.  Our carved 
sculpture, ‘Learning Life and Faith’, typifies the school’s focus on our student’s learning in the areas of 
spiritual, physical, emotional and intellectual education. This statue is also the home of the St Roch’s Buddy 
Bench. 
 

At St Roch’s we pride ourselves on our welcome, sense of belonging and community spirit. 
 

Child Safety 
 

All students attending St Roch’s Parish Primary School have the right to feel safe.  
The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 

 

St Roch’s holds the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and fundamental 
responsibility of our school. Our commitment is drawn from an inherent belief in the teaching and mission 
of the Gospel.   
 

St Roch’s is committed to providing a safe environment for all students by actively implementing processes 
that establish expectations and accountabilities for people working with our students. The continued 
application of student wellbeing programs such as Kids Matter, Restorative Practice and Circle Time have 
encouraged students to engage in conversations about their welfare and safety. These Child Safety initiatives 
have formed the foundation for our student ‘Code of Cooperation’.   
 



 

Curriculum 
 

At St Roch's we ensure that the learning and teaching offered to our students is rigorous, relevant and 
personalised.  Through ‘Integrated Inquiry’ we engage our students in the contemporary world by: 
 

- developing deep understandings of themselves, others and their world  
- building relationships within and beyond the school community  
- encouraging our students to contribute to their community 
- taking action  
- cultivating informed citizens with a focus on social justice and global citizenship 
 

Learning is personalised by explicit teaching of skills and learning processes: 
 

- encouraging students to establish and monitor learning goals  
- teaching students to be creative and reflective learners 
- providing opportunities for students to investigate personal areas of interest 
- targeted teaching of individual student’s needs 
- providing students with choice in ways of presenting their learning 
- providing clear expectations. 
 

Curriculum opportunities include:  
 

- Whole school and class liturgies/masses and Sacramental programs  
- Wellbeing - Gratitude, Empathy, Meditation (GEM) 
- Seasons – Loss and Grief Peer Support Program 
- Reading Intervention Programs – Fountas and Pinnell Levelled Literacy Intervention, ERIK and Reading 

Recovery 
- Enrichment Program – Writing from Years 3-6,  
- Mathematics and Writing International Competitions and Assessments for Schools with UNSW  
- Mathletics – online Mathematics tool 
- Learning Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) through an Inquiry approach 
- Robotics Team  
- Tinkering (STEM), Chess and Library Clubs 
- Year 5/6 Tournament of Minds 
- Bi-annual Art Show/School Production  
- Interschool Sport in Years 4/5/6 
- Cross Country, Athletics, Swimming 
- Whole School House Team Twilight Sports  
- Prep to Year 6 Swimming Program 
- Year 5/6 Bike Education  
- Year 5/6 Camping Program – Gold Mines of Ballarat and Surfing at Phillip Island 
- Year 6 Leadership Program  
- Prep and Year 6 Better Buddies Program 
- Celebration of learning through weekly whole school assemblies  
- Student Representative Council (SRC) which includes all year levels  
- Family buddy program to welcome new families 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Excursions, Incursions and Visiting Performances 
 

Excursions, incursions and visiting performances form an integral part of our school program. A permission 
form for ‘out of school’ excursions is processed through CareMonkey. Permission must be received to 
enable children to attend excursions.  An excursion levy is charged at the beginning of the year. 
 

 
Religious Education 
 

Religious Education is at the centre of both the formal and informal curriculum at St Roch’s where our 
Vision Statement: ‘St Roch’s is a nurturing, socially just community. We inspire a passion for learning and 
excellence and we are a living testament to our Catholic story’ is enacted. 
 

We believe in a whole school approach to planning for rich student learning in Religious Education using the 
Religious Education Framework (and To Know Worship and Love Texts to plan for rich and relevant content 
learning and teaching in Religious Education for Catholic primary schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
Working alongside the Inquiry Planning Cycle, Religious Education includes planning as a whole school, 
Level Planning and Facilitated Planning with the Religious Education Leader using a Religious Education 
Planner. 
 

Sacraments 
 

Reconciliation occurs in Year Three, First Eucharist occurs in Year Four and Confirmation occurs in Year Six 
and is the responsibility of the Classroom Teacher in collaboration with the Religious Education Leader and 
the Parish Priest. These Sacramental programs are offered to students within the Parish who may be 
attending other schools through the Parish. 
 

Programming revolves around the liturgical seasons, special feast days, Family Week, etc. and aims to lead 
the children to a growing awareness of their relationship with God through self, others, the Church and the 
world.  We see prayer as an important means of the children establishing a relationship with God and so 
provide the children with opportunities to experience different kinds of prayer at different times. 
 

The school provides opportunities for parents and children to worship through celebration of the 
Sacraments and prayer and we encourage the fullest participation in the liturgical and community life of 
our parish.  
 

Values Program 
 

The Values Program permeates the curriculum and Religious Education Program and includes the explicit 
teaching of the following values, with reference to the related Gospel Values. Values are explored through 
Circles and Religious Education lessons. At each assembly, a student who has demonstrated the value of the 
term are nominated for an award.  
 

English and Mathematics 
 

There is a whole school approach to the learning and teaching of English and Mathematics at St Roch's.  This 
developmental approach ensures that all students make progress and achieve success. 
We provide: 
 

- uninterrupted, dedicated Literacy and Numeracy sessions  
- extra classroom support with Learning Support Officers in all classrooms  
- Literacy Intervention programs for Year 1 students as required (other Literacy support programs 
 throughout the school) 
- learning programs to cater for individual learning needs (including both Expert and Enrichment 
 teachers working with students and teachers across the school). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 



 

Specialist Programs 
 

The specialist lessons at St Roch’s include Performing Arts, Physical Education, Italian and Library.  
These programs further enable our students to explore and express themselves and their learning creatively. 
 

Excursions, Incursions and Visiting Performances 
 

Excursions, incursions and visiting performances form an integral part of our school program. A permission 
form for ‘out of school’ excursions is processed through CareMonkey. Permission must be received to 
enable children to attend excursions.  An excursion levy is charged at the beginning of the year. 
 

Camp  
 

Children in Year 5/6 attend a yearly camp to give them a sense of leadership, confidence, greater 
responsibility and independence.  Children learn to be tolerant and cooperate with each other outside the 
home and school environment.  The camp is chosen to enhance areas of study in the Year 5/6 program or 
alternatively to provide a venue for outdoor adventure activities aimed at team building. 
 
 

Enrolment 
 

Thank you for considering St Roch’s Parish Primary School for your child’s primary education.  We welcome 
enquiries about enrolment at St Roch’s Parish Primary School at any time.  Below are answers to some 
commonly asked questions about how and when to enrol your child, and a brief explanation of our 
enrolment process.  We look forward to hearing from you and helping you if we can with this very important 
decision in your child’s life.   
 
Please contact the school office on office@srgleniris.catholic.edu.au or 9885 7704 if you would like any 
further information.  
 

Common Enrolment Questions 
 

What age should your child start school?  
 

Children can start school in Australia at 5 years of age (legally children must turn 5 by 30 April in their first 
year of school). 
 

Enrolment Enquiries 
 

We welcome enquiries for enrolment at any time throughout the year.  Completing an application form does 
not mean you have made any commitment to attend our school.    
 

School Open Days 
 

Families are invited to view the school during our official Open Days or alternatively appointments for tours 
can be arranged by contacting our office on 9885 7704.   
 

How to Apply to Enrol 
 

The Enrolment Application Form can be downloaded from our webpage (www.srgleniris.catholic.edu.au) and 
is also available from the school office. By completing an Application Form you are letting us know that you 
wish your child to attend St Roch’s Parish Primary School.   
 

After we receive your Application Form 
 

In Terms One and Two we review all the Application Forms received and invite parents and children applying 
for Prep to attend a “Prep Interview” in May 2020 with the Principal and Deputy Principal. This is an 
opportunity for us to meet you and your child and for you to inform us about their interests, passions and 
talents or any concerns and for your child to become familiar with the school.  At the end of May you will be 
advised of the outcome of your application via email.  
 

 



 

Letters of Offer 
 

To accept a place at St Roch’s, families are asked to sign and return an acceptance form to the Principal 
together with an enrolment deposit of $500.00. Within this amount, $400.00 of the deposit will be deducted 
from the child’s first year of school fees and $100.00 is part of an administration fee.  An enrolment package 
will be attached to the letter of offer and asks for important information together with data the government 
requires we collect. We ask that you fill in as much information as possible on this form and return it with 
your acceptance.  
 

  



 

 
Who can apply at St Roch’s? Is the school ‘zoned’? 
 

We follow the criteria of the Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM)  
 

1. Catholic children who are residents of the parish  
2. Catholic children who do not reside in the parish but are recognised as parishioners by the Parish Priest 
3. Catholic children from other parishes (for pastoral reasons)  
4. Children from non-Catholic Eastern churches who reside in the parish 
5. Children from non-Catholic Eastern churches who reside outside the parish  
6. Other Christian children who reside in the parish  
7. Other Christian children who reside outside the parish  
8. Non-Christian children who reside in the parish  
9. Non-Christian children who reside outside the parish. 
   



 

Fees and Levies 
 

Fees and levies are set after consultation by the Principal, School Accountant and School Education Board 
before the end of the school year.  The fees and levies are split into three billing periods charged over the 
first three terms (no fees or levies are charged in Term 4). 
 

The 2020 fees and levies are as below: 
 

School Fees   (per family)    $3645  
Compulsory School Capital Levy (per family)    $1195 
Student Levy         $485 
Sacramental Levy  (per student in Years 3, 4)  $55 
Swimming Program Levy (per student in Years Prep to 4)  $130 
LSV OWLE Program Levy (per student in Years 5/6)  $70 
Interschool Sport  (per student in Years 4, 5/6)  $105 
Graduation Levy  (per student in Year 6)   $55 
Excursion Levy   (per student)    $105 
Camp    (per student in Year 5/6)  $340 
 

*The Compulsory School Capital levy, is a school charge, and is used for capital commitments of the school 
(whether that is to purchase assets or assist with capital loan repayments).  This fund may also be used 
for maintenance of school facilities. 
 

New students in Years 1 - 6 
 

New students are invited to our whole school transition day held towards the end of Term 4. This allows the 
students to meet students, teachers and become familiar with the school.  Families will have the opportunity 
to access the uniform shop and arrange uniforms.  
 

Office Hours 
 

The School Office hours are 8.30am until 
4.00pm Monday to Friday.  Simone Karpin 
manages the School Office Monday to 
Wednesday and Jane Adams manages the 
School Office Wednesday to Friday.   
Our contact details are 9885 7794 or 
office@srgleniris.catholic.edu.au 
  



 

Out of Hours School Care 
 

Youth Leadership Victoria (YLV) centrally administers a number of out of school hours care programs (OHSC), 
including St Roch’s Parish Primary School, which is managed by the supervisor and assistants.  The program is 
available in the mornings from 7.00am and in the afternoons until 6.30pm.   
 

Breakfast is supplied in the mornings and a healthy snack in the afternoons.  St Roch’s OSHC follows all 
health and hygiene regulations as well as the Heart Foundation Nutrition Policy.  St Roch’s OSHC adheres to 
the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development frameworks.  Many of the activities are 
educational as there is a policy of incidental learning.   

Parent & Friends Association (P&F) 
 

Our active Parents and Friends Association plays a vital role in the life of our school. This group not only 
raises money for the school, but arranges events throughout the year that focus on community building and 
fun.  All parents are encouraged to participate in the Parents and Friends Association. New ideas are always 
welcome! 
 

The Parent and Friends welcome new families by arranging a ‘buddy family’.  Buddy families mentor and 
advise new families on the day to day life of the St Roch’s community as required. 
The Parents and Friends group: 
 

Involvement in social/fundraising activities that assist in improving educational resources of the school  
- Help to build and strengthen our positive school community  
- Encourage communication between parents  
- Help to coordinate family working bees. 

 

Parish Education Board 
 

The St Roch’s Parish School Board is made up of members of the staff and school community.  Its purpose is 
to advise the parish priest of St Roch’s, the principal of the school and the staff of the school in all matters 
relating to the directions, goals, programs and policies of the school.   
 

The function of the Parish School Board includes: 
 

- to promote a commitment to the philosophy and objectives of Catholic education in the school and to 
promote Catholic education in the broader community 

- to ensure the implementation of Diocesan policies and be involved in the development of the school 
as a successful Catholic educational institution 

- to provide a forum for discussion of new policy tabled by the principal so that responsible informed 
advice can be given to the parish priest and principal 

- to advise in a spirit of cooperation and make recommendations to the parish priest and school 
principal regarding the operation of the school 

- to assist in planning for the future physical and financial requirements of the school 
- to liaise with the school community, for example, collaboration with support groups 
- to foster an appreciation of education, in particular Catholic education, in partnership with the 

teaching staff. 
 

Perceptual Motor Program 
 

We run a Perceptual Motor Program for our younger students aimed at developing a child's perceptions and 
understandings of him/herself and his/her world through movement and motor experiences.  This program is 
very beneficial for students to develop their perceptions and reactions freeing the mind to consider other 
things, which in turn makes learning easier in the classroom.  This program is run by our PE and classroom 
teachers and Learning Support Officers with voluntary assistance welcome from parents.  
 



 

Prep Transition Program 
 

To encourage the smooth transition for children from Pre-school to Prep, the school arranges a Transition 
Program for children and parents in the fourth term every year.  The children are invited to orientation 
sessions at the school working with the Prep Teacher and Leadership Team. Parents will also be invited to 
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee during these activities so that they can meet families from their child’s class. 
 

An Information Night for the incoming Prep families is held at this time and is an opportunity for parents to 
ask questions and gather important information about their child’s first year at school. 
 

The uniform shop will be open during the end of Term 4 to enable you to purchase uniforms.  Letters are 
sent out to families advising of the dates and times for these orientation activities. 
 

St Roch’s Parish 
 

Our school is part of the wider Parish of St Roch’s.   
 

Parish Priest: (Rev) Fr Michael Gallacher 
St Roch’s Catholic Church, 200 Burke Road, Glen Iris, 3146. 
P: 9885 6611 
W:www.strochs.org.au 
E: gleniris@cam.org.au 
St Roch’s Mass Times 
Tuesday – Friday 8am  
Saturday 6.30pm and Sunday 9.00am and 5.00pm.   Confession time: Saturday 6.00pm.  
 

School Community 
 

The sense of community is strong at St Roch’s. We enrol families, not just students, and we take the time to 
get to know each and every person in our community. We are proud of our Catholic faith. We live out the 
wisdom and justice of the Gospel values in all that we say and do. We seek to help the students to develop 
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ.   At St Roch’s we make important connections with the local 
community, such as local kindergartens, aged-care homes and parishioners. Our staff and students foster 
sincere relationships within the school and with the wider community. We aim for our students to develop 
deep understandings of themselves, others and their world.  
 

Student Leaders 
 

In addition to the SRC, our Year 6 students hold positions of leadership within the school.   
 

Whilst in Year 5 the students undertake a Leadership Program conducted by the Wellbeing Leader.   The 
Young Leaders Program was written by Michael Grose.  The program helps us promote leadership skills in 
our students and has five building blocks, which include:  
 

- Public speaking   I can speak in front of others 
- Responsibility   I take responsibility for my actions 
- Confidence   Some situations I want to avoid but I will have a go 
- Organisation   I will organise myself and others to be effective 
- Team skills   The way I treat people affects how they will respond to me 

 

Year 6 leadership positions can include; School Captains, Liturgy Leaders, SRC Leaders, House Team 
Leaders, Library Leaders, Technology Leaders and Arts Leaders. 
 

All Year 6 students are leaders of the St Roch’s community.  The students like the fact that they have the 
opportunity to lead the community in other ways.  The students create a roster for the school year enabling 
each student to lead the school in such things as Masses, liturgies, assemblies and communication.   
 



 

Uniform 
 

The purpose of the uniform is to identify each student as a member of this community, and thereby to 
establish a common bond.  The students at St Roch’s are proud of being part of the school and the parents 
and staff believe wearing a school uniform enhances this feeling of belonging. The wearing of uniforms 
establishes attitudes of pride and cooperation and adds to the tradition of the school.  Parent volunteers 
run the St Roch’s Uniform Shop.  Please contact the office if you would like any further information. 
 

Wellbeing 
 

In a positive school community ‘every face has a place’, every voice is valued and everyone has something to 
contribute.  Positive school communities create opportunities for students, families and staff to feel 
included.    A rich, rigorous and relevant curriculum cannot be maximised unless the Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL) of our community is embraced and enabled to be.   
 

At St Roch’s we focus on building relationships and a sense of wellbeing. Each child is known by name. Their 
passions, skills and interests are acknowledged and fostered. Our staff are highly committed to the education 
of the whole child; they are dedicated, motivated and caring. Social and emotional skills are explicitly taught 
in each classroom. With encouragement, pastoral support and buddy programs, our students are inspired to 
shine.  
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All students attending St Roch’s Parish Primary School have the right to feel safe. 

The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental 
responsibility of all within our school. 

 


